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The Pastor's Corner

"You are standing in an open freld west of a
white house, with a boarded front door.

There is a small mailbox here."

This is the beginning line to an adventure
game by Infocom called, "Zotk", released in
the early 1980s. I had a copy that I played
with my friends on a Commodore computer.
It was an old game, one of the frrst text
based adventure games ever made. It was
like playing a book. You read what
happened, and then you responded with
what to do next-

The game was so popular, that in March of
2007, The New Yorh Times published a list of
the 10 most important video games of all
time. "Zork" came in 3td on the list, just
above "Tetris", which fell frttingly at number
4.

Irr"Zotk", you play as an adventurer
exploring the ruins of a vast underground
civilization that was found beneath the trap
door of your white house. You explore the
ruins, collect objects, and bring them back up
into the house. Once you're back up inside,
you can put the valuable objects from your
adventures below in a display case.

A person wins the game by successfully going
down into the cavern, bringing up all of the
treasures, and putting them into the display
case without dying or having a thief steal
them.

434-222-9688

The game could be extremely frustrating,
because it was very easy to die. Wikipedia
says that there were at least 28 different
ways for your character to die in "Zork". But
it was still a fun game!

If you look at another way, however, the
adventurer character in "Zork" has a really
sad life: basically alone, with no real purpose

for existence except avoiding death,
collecting treasures, and bringing them back
to the house.

At this point it hit me...if you think about
the "winner" of the game...the one who
collects all of these treasures without dying.
What do you think Jesus would say to him/or
her...If He entered the game right at that
point, right when he or she had placed the
Iast treasure in the trophy case? I think we

already know what Christ would say.

Jesus once met a man who basically was
winning at the game of life. He had
accumulated a lot of stuff, while at the same

time keeping the basic commandments.
What did Jesus tell him?

27 Jrru, told him, "If you want tu be perfect, go

and sell all your possessions and give the money to

the poor, and you will have lreasure in heaven.

Then come,follow me." Matthew 19:21 (NLT)

That's when the true adventure in life
begins--when you frnd Jesus and follow Him.

(Continued on back of this page)



Winn's Creek Baptist Church NEWS

(The Pastor's Corner continued)

Sadly, many people don't get it. They have

never found the Door! When the game

"Zork" begins, you can't really play it until
you frnd the trap door that is hidden beneath
a rug in the house. That trap door is really
where it all starts.

When I frrst played "Zork"...I thought it was
a stupid game for the frrst hour, because I
explored all around that white house with
nothing to do...until I frnally found that trap
door...and then the adventure frnally began.

In life...so many people are stuck in the
same predicament...just existing and
collecting stuff...because they've never really
found the real Door.

What Door am I talking about? Look at John
10:7-10,

So Jesus again said to them,
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John l0:7-10 @Sn

Jesus is the Door that we all need to fi.nd.

What then follows is truly a great adventure.
There is so much more to life than just
accumulating possessions in one's house.

Pastor Jim

NO THIRD SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP MEAL IN

JANUARYT We plan something specialfor

February, though!! - Social Committee

GOME CELEBRATE WITH USI

The Lord's Supper

sunday, ,""::l 1 - 11 a.m.

HAVE A VOICE IN CHURCH BUSINESS

Quarterlv Business Meeting
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watch the Sunday bulletin)
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BIRTHDAYS &
ANM\TERSARTES

(To add a name, please see Joani Layman.)

Mike & Pat Spencer - A
Garnett Hall - B
Maverick Clayton - B
Adam Layman - B

Zachary Epps - B
Alice Clay,ton - B
Robert Conard - B
Tyler Hudson - B
Kitty Holt - B
Joani Layman - B
Donna Turner - B
Cindy Cole - B
Kasey Martin - B
Joshua Martin - B
Harmony West

Shirley Epps - B
Danny Owen - B
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NEXT BLOODAAOBILE

Soturdoy, Jonuaol 7
10o.m.-?p.m.

6ive blood - the gift of life!

ff you can donate food, door prizes, put up
posters, or work af the blood drive, please

contact Joani Layman.

Everyone is invited to share in the fun in the

WCBC Fellowship Hall:

Come and bring your family and friends!

(Snow Tubing will be sliding along soon.)

OFFERING ENVELOPES

lf you need new offering envelopes, therejg_a
sionup sheet with the boxes of envelopes on the
front pew in the church. Please list your name and the
number which is on your new box of envelopes, to help
the church with record keeping.

However - if you only use 1 or 2 envelopes a
month and stitl have a supply, feelfree to continue using
your existing envelopes - just sign your name and enter
your "old" envelope number on the signup sheet (without
picking up a new box). This way our recording treasurer
will know that you are continuing to use that envelope
number and will be able to correctly record your giving.
(lt's a good idea to write your name and the correct date
on your offering envelope, as well.)

VOLUNTEERS 
'VEEDED 

FOR

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

We are looking for volunteers fo do the
Children's Message duing the Moming
Worship Seruice on Sunday momings. We
really appreciate our "regulal' volunteers, but
would love to give them a break and recruit
some new folks. You don't need to commit for
a specific Sunday on a regularbasrs, unless
someone would like to have a pafticular
Sunday once a month, once a quafter, etc. We
just need volunteers! Materials and assr.stance
is available if needed. Please see Cecelia
Owen for more information.

God's love never shines
brighter than in the story of our
redemption through the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus.
Somewhere in the vastness of
eternity before the world was
created, God chose to love us and give Himself for
us. lt was all His choice because of His great love for
us.

The Adult Choir will begin rehearsals for our
Easter cantata, "For the Sake of Love," on Sunday,
January 8, al7 p.m. ln case you did not know, we
welcome anyone ages 13 and over to join us at any
time, but this is a great opportuni$ to make a short-
term commitment to sing with the choir for the highest
and holiest day of the year for Christians, Easter
Sunday.

Please join us as we raise our voices in
celebration of the greatest gift of love ever given.
IVote; lf you didn't hear the Christnas cantata,
copfes on CD are available. See Jim or Carolyn.

INCLEMENT WEATHER - when Sunday
services are cancelled due to snow, ice, or
other bad conditions, we willtry to have it on
Channel 13 and will also send out the Prayer
Tree telephone rnessage.
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CHURCH CALENDAR

Sundavs (unless othervvise an nou nced)
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m Worship
6:00 p m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p m. Adult Choir

Wednesdavs (unless otheruise announced)
7:00 p.m. John Ortberg DVDiBible Study (for men & women)
8:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Thursdavs
730 p.m. Praise Team practice (2d & 4th

New Yea/s Day,
Sun., Jan. 1

Mon., Jan.2
Wed., Jan.,4
Sat., Jan. 7
Sun., Jan. 8

Thurs., Jan.12
Sat., Jan. 14

Thurs., Jan. 26

PLAN AHEAD:

Saturday, Feb. 11

'1 1:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m
'10 a m.-2 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m

7:30 p m.

7:00 p m.

Morning Worship & The Lord's Supper
Deacons & Deacons Wives meetings
Adult Choir resumes practic,e

BLOOOIIOBILE
Choir begins practice for Easter Cantata
Praise Team practice

GA.DID trTGET
Praise Team practice

Itovle Nloht


